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EDUCATION 

Ph.D., Experimental Psychology, 1996, University of Nevada, Reno, NV 

 Dissertation: Cross-fostered Chimpanzee Responses to Questions 
M.S., Experimental Psychology, 1989, Central Washington University, Ellensburg, WA 

 Thesis:  Imaginary Play in Chimpanzees 

B.A., Major: Psychology Minor: Anthropology, 1985, University of Oregon, Eugene, OR 

 

RESEARCH INTEREST 

My primary research interests are in language studies and other communication in chimpanzees 

and other apes, including humans. My studies include American Sign Language in face-to-face 

interactions, private signing, interspecies signing, sign acquisition, and imaginary play in 

chimpanzees. Other research includes caregiving practices, zoo visitor effects, and public 

education about chimpanzees. I am active in improving conditions for captive chimpanzees 

through empirical research and advocacy.  

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Associate Director and Primate Communication Scientist, 2014-present 

Fauna Foundation, Carignan, Quebec, Canada and Friends of Washoe, Ellensburg, WA USA 

 

Senior Lecturer 2015-present/Associate Professor 2011-2015/Assistant Professor 2008-2011.   

Department of Anthropology and Museum Studies, Primate Behavior Program, Central 

Washington University, Ellensburg, WA. 

 

Director 2011-2013/Associate Director 2008-2011/Assistant Director 2000-2008.  

Chimpanzee & Human Communication Institute, Central Washington University, 

Ellensburg, WA. 

 

Director/Co-PI  2006-2010.  

NIH Bridges to Baccalaureate: Yakima Valley Community College to Central Washington 

University Primate Behavior Program.  

 

Adjunct Faculty/Research Associate/Lecturer 1993-2008.   

Primate Behavior and Ecology Program, Anthropology & Psychology Departments, Central 

Washington University, Ellensburg, WA.  

 

Chimpanzee Behavior Consultant 1998.  

Fauna Foundation, Chambly, Quebec, Canada. 

 

Coordinator/Principal Investigator 1996-2006.  

Caring for Chimpanzees Earthwatch Program, Chimpanzee & Human Communication 

Institute, Central Washington University, Ellensburg, WA.  

 

Coordinator 1995-2011.  

Summer Apprentice Program, Chimpanzee & Human Communication Institute, Ellensburg, 

WA. 
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Instructor 1993-1997.  

Senior Ventures, Central Washington University, Ellensburg, WA.  

 

Instructor 1992-1996.  

Elder Hostel, Central Washington University, Ellensburg, WA. 

 

Instructor 1992.  

Extended University Program, Central Washington University, Ellensburg, WA.  

 

Animal Technician I 1992-2000.  

Chimpanzee & Human Communication Institute, Ellensburg, WA.  

 

Graduate Teaching Assistant 1990-1991.  

Department of Psychology, University of Nevada, Reno, NV.  

 

Research Assistant 1990-1991.  

Sign Language Studies of Chimpanzees, University of Nevada, Reno, NV.  

 

Biological Technician 1989-1992.  

U.S. Forest Service, Cle Elum, WA. 

 

Research Assistant 1986-1992.  

Chimpanzee & Human Communication Institute, Ellensburg, WA.  

 

Graduate Teaching Assistant 1986-1989.  

Department of Psychology, Central Washington University, Ellensburg, WA. 

 

AFFILIATIONS 

Department of Anthropology and Museum Studies, Central Washington University 

Primate Behavior & Ecology Program, Central Washington University 

Graduate Faculty, Central Washington University 

North American Primate Sanctuary Alliance, Steering Committee 

METI International, Advisory Council 

 

COURSES TAUGHT 

• ANTH 313 Primate Social Behavior 

• ANTH 416/Prim 516 Pongid Behavior 

• ANTH/COMM 380 Nonverbal Communication 

• ANTH 498 Special Topics:  Chimpanzee Culture and Communication 

• ANTH 496 Advanced Readings in Nonverbal Behavior 

• PRIM 220 Introduction to Primate Laboratory Experience 

• PRIM 320 Laboratory Work in Primatology 

• PRIM 504 Primate Culture and Cognition 

• PRIM 505 Primate Interconnections 

• PRIM 598 Research Methods in Primatology 

• PRIM 596 Statistics for Primatology 

• PSY 101 Introduction to Psychology  

• PSY 447 Psychology of Adolescence 

• PSY 473 Psychology of Thought and Language 

• PSY 210 Introduction to Statistics Laboratory  
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• PSY 301 Experimental Psychology Laboratory 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

Johnson, S., Fenton, A., & Jensvold, M.L. (In press). The three pillars of ethical research with 
nonhuman primates. Cambridge. 

Dombrausky, K., Jensvold, M.L., Shaw, H., & Davis, J.Q. (2023). Chimpanzees coordinate 

interrogative markers to ask questions. Gesture, 22, 121-153. 

doi.org/10.1075/gest.22022.dom 

Jensvold, M.L., Dombrausky, K., & Collins, E. (2023). Sign language studies with chimpanzees 

in sanctuary. Animals, 13, 3486. doi.org/10.3390/ani13223486 

Jensvold, M. L. (2022). A preliminary assessment of compassion fatigue in chimpanzee 

caregivers. Animals, 12(24), 3506. https://www.mdpi.com/2001532 

Zager, L. N., & Jensvold, M. L. A. (2021). Signs and docents in zoo visitor education: Using 

affinitive chimpanzee (Pan troglodytes) behaviors. Animal Behavior and Cognition, 8(4), 

589-600. https://doi.org/10.26451/abc.08.04.10.2021 

Jensvold, M.L. (2020).  Conversations with Chimpanzees:  What They’ve Told Me. In D. Rosen 

(Ed.), The chimpanzee chronicles (p. 235-250). Santa Fe, NM: Wild Soul Press. 

Jensvold, M.L. (Ed.) (2019). Chimpanzee Behavior: Recent Understandings from Captivity and 

the Forest. New York: Nova Science Publisher. 

Casti, A., Martinson J., & Jensvold, M.L. (2019). Patterns in Chimpanzee Marking and Drawing. 

In M.L. Jensvold (Ed.) Chimpanzee behavior: Recent understandings from captivity and the 
forest (p. 95-140). New York: Nova Science Publisher. 

Jensvold, M.L., & Dombrausky, K. (2019). Sign Language in Chimpanzees Across 

Environments. In M.L. Jensvold (Ed.) Chimpanzee behavior: Recent understandings from 
captivity and the forest (p. 141-174). New York: Nova Science Publisher. 

Jensvold, M.L. (2019). Relationships Between Caregivers and Chimpanzee Sanctuary Residents. 

In M.L. Jensvold (Ed.) Chimpanzee behavior: Recent understandings from captivity and the 

forest (p. 175-198). New York: Nova Science Publisher. 

Jensvold, M. L. (2018). Lessons from chimpanzee sign language studies. Animal Sentience: An 
Interdisciplinary Journal on Animal Feeling, 2(20), 17. 

Davis, A. & Jensvold, M.L. (2017).  The Effects of Conversational Partner Familiarity in Deaf 

Signers. In R. Louis (Ed.). New Research on Sign Language (pp. 83-104). Nova Science 

Publishers. 

Jensvold, M.L. (2017). Ape Language. A. Fuentes (Ed.). International Encyclopedia of 

Primatology. Wiley. DOI: 10.1002/9781119179313.wbprim0462 

Mulcahy, J. B., & Jensvold, M. L. (2015). Toward a common goal: Opportunities for 

collaboration between primate sanctuaries and universities. American Journal of 

Primatology, 77, 55-56.  

Egan, T.E. & Jensvold, M.L. (2015).  Pretend Play in Signing Chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes).  In 

T. Wagner, (Ed.), Animal communication and cognition:  Principles, evolution, and 

development (pp. 57-85).  New York:  Nova. 

Leeds, C.A. & Jensvold, M.L (2013). The communicative functions of five signing chimpanzees 

(Pan troglodytes). Pragmatics & Cognition 21:1, 224-247. 

Jensvold, M.L., Wilding, L., Schulze, S.M. (2014).  Signs of Communication in Chimpanzees.  In 

G. Witzany (Ed.), Biocommunication of animals (pp. 7-19).  Dordrecht: Springer. 

Jensvold, M.L. (2014).  Experimental Conversations:  Sign Language Studies with Chimpanzees.  

In N. Gontier & O. Pombo (Eds.), The evolution of social communication in primates – a 

multidisciplinary approach (pp. 63-82).  Switzerland: Springer.  (peer reviewed) 

Jensvold, M.L., Zager, L., & Bismanovsky, D. (2013).  Promoting Nonhuman Animal Welfare:  

Interactions with Caregivers and Zoo Visitors.  Journal of Applied Animal Welfare Science, 

16, 384-385.  [Abstract] 

https://doi.org/10.1075/gest.22022.dom
https://doi.org/10.3390/ani13223486
https://www.mdpi.com/2001532
http://ndl.ethernet.edu.et/bitstream/123456789/74048/1/468.pdf.pdf#page=71
http://ndl.ethernet.edu.et/bitstream/123456789/74048/1/468.pdf.pdf#page=71
http://ndl.ethernet.edu.et/bitstream/123456789/74048/1/468.pdf.pdf#page=71
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McCarthy, M., Jensvold, M.L., & Fouts, D.H. (2012).  Use of gesture sequences in captive 

chimpanzee (Pan troglodytes) play. Animal Cognition, 16(3), 471-481. doi: 10.1007/s10071-

012-0587-6 

Leitten, L., Jensvold, M.L., Fouts, R., & Wallin, J.  (2012).  Contingency in requests of signing 

chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes).  Interaction Studies, 13, 147-164.   

Campion, T.L., Jensvold, M.L., & Larsen, G. (2011).  Use of gesture sequences in free-living 

chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes schweinfurthii) in Gombe National Park, Tanzania.  American 

Journal of Primatology, 73(supplement 1), 97. 
Jensvold, M.L., Buckner, J., & Stadtner, G. (2010).  Caregiver-chimpanzee interactions with 

species-specific behaviors.  Interaction Studies. Special Issue of Human-Animal 

Interactions, 11, 396-409. 

Jensvold, M.L. (2009).  Animals and language.  In K. Malmkjaer (Ed.), Linguistics encyclopedia 

(pp. 9-15).  Routledge:  London. 

Jensvold, M.L. (2008).  Chimpanzee (Pan troglodytes) responses to caregiver use of chimpanzee 

behaviors.  Zoo Biology, 27, 345-359. 

Jensvold, M.L., & Fouts, R.S. (2008). Learning from chimpanzees: Internships at the 

Chimpanzee & Human Communication Institute.  In R. L. Miller, R. F. Rycek, E. Balcetis, 

S. T. Barney, B. C. Beins, S. R. Burns, R. Smith, & M. E. Ware (Eds.), Developing, 
promoting, & sustaining the undergraduate research experience in psychology (pp. 172-

176).  Retrieved from the Society for the Teaching of Psychology Web site: 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/g8qwj8qm4sx5fqg/ur2008.pdf?dl=0 

Jensvold, M.L. (2007).  Promoting positive interactions between chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes) 

and caregivers.  Laboratory Primate Newsletter, 46, 1-4.  
Jensvold, M.L., & Gardner, R.A. (2007).  Conversational use of sign language by cross-fostered 

chimpanzees. In F.R. Lewis (Ed.), Focus on non-verbal communication research (pp. 237-

279). Hauppauge, NY:  Nova Science Publishers. 

Jensvold, M.L., & Sheeran, L.S. (2006).  Ape cognition.  In H. J. Birx (Ed.), Encyclopedia of 

anthropology (pp. 207-212).  Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage Publications. 

Jensvold, M.L., Field, A., Cranford, J., Fouts, R.S., & Fouts, D.H. (2005).  Incidence of 

wounding within a group of five signing chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes).  Laboratory 

Primate Newsletter, 44, 5-7. 
Fouts, R., Jensvold, M.L. & Fouts, D. (2004).  Talking chimpanzees.  In M. Bekoff (Ed.) 

Encyclopedia of animal behavior (pp. 324-327).  Westport, CN:  Greenwood Publishing 

Group. 

Jensvold, M.L., Fouts, R.S., & Fouts, D.H. (2004).  Assessment of species typical behaviours in 

captive chimpanzees.  Animal Welfare, 13, S245. 
Jaffe, S., Jensvold, M. L., and Fouts, D. (2002) Chimpanzee to Chimpanzee Signed Interactions. 

In V. Landau (Ed.), Chimpanzoo conference proceedings: The chimpanzee community (pp. 

67-75). Tucson, AZ: ChimpanZoo. 

Fouts, R.S., & Jensvold, M.L.A. (2002). Armchair delusions vs. empirical realities:  A 

neurological model for the continuity of ape and human languaging.  In M. Goodman & 

A.S. Moffat (Eds.), Probing human origins (pp. 87-101).  American Academy of Arts and 

Sciences.   

Fouts, R.S. Jensvold, M.L.A., & Fouts, D.H. (2002).  Chimpanzee signing:  Darwinian realities 

and Cartesian delusions.  In M. Bekoff, C. Allen, & G. Burghardt (Eds.).  The cognitive 

animal:  Empirical and theoretical perspectives in animal cognition (pp. 285-292).  MIT 

Press.  

Jensvold, M.L.A., Sanz, C.M., Fouts, R.S., & Fouts, D.H. (2001). The effect of enclosure size 

and complexity on the behaviors of captive chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes).  Journal of 

Applied Animal Welfare Science, 4, 53-69. 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/g8qwj8qm4sx5fqg/ur2008.pdf?dl=0
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Sanz, C.M., & Jensvold, M.L.A. (2001). Chimpanzee.  In C. Bell (Ed.), Encyclopedia of the 
world's zoos (pp. 248-253).  Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn. 

Jensvold, M.L.A., & Gardner, R.A. (2000).  Interactive use of sign language by cross-fostered 

chimpanzees.  Journal of Comparative Psychology, 114, 335-346. 

Jensvold, M.L.A. (2000).  A review of Apes, Language, and the Human Mind.  Journal of 

Sociolinguistics, 4, 277-281. 

Tecot, S., Jensvold, M.L., & Fouts, R. (1999). Evaluation of an enriched physical environment: 

Space and structure utilization in Pan troglodytes [Abstract].  American Journal of Physical 
Anthropology, 28, 264. 

Bodamer, M.D., Fouts, R.S., Fouts, D.H., & Jensvold, M.L.A. (1994). Private signing in 

chimpanzees.  Human Evolution, 9, 281-296. 

Jensvold, M.L.A., & Fouts, R.S. (1994). Behavioral changes in chimpanzees following a move to 

a larger facility.  American Journal of Primatology, 33, 218. 

Jensvold, M.L.A., & Fouts, R.S. (1993). Imaginary play in chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes).  

Human Evolution, 8, 217-227. 

Fouts, R.S., Abshire (Jensvold), M.L., Bodamer, M., & Fouts, D.H. (1989). Signs of enrichment:  

Toward the psychological well-being of chimpanzees.  In E.F. Segal (Ed.), Housing care 

and psychological wellbeing of captive and laboratory primates (pp. 376-388).  New Jersey: 

Noyes. 

 

Under Review 

Doyle, K., Marino, L. & Jensvold, M.L. (Under review). Captive wildlife sanctuaries: A 

distinctive culture of care. In L.B. Van de Graff (Ed.). Wild Animal Welfare and Well-being. 
Springer Nature. 

Jensvold, M.L. (In prep) Indexical pointing in chimpanzees. In (Eds. M. Krause, D. Leavens, & 

K. Bard). Pointing: Culture, Development, and Evolution. Cambridge University Press.  
Barlow, K., & Jensvold, M.L. (In prep). Cultures of care: An ethnographic study of chimpanzee 

sanctuaries. 

 

PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS 

Lopez, N., Pauli, A., Seymour, K., & Jensvold, M.L. (2023, April). Chimpanzee Caregivers Daily 

Shift Reports: A Preliminary Thematic Analysis. Poster presentation at the Northwest 

Anthropological Association Conference, Spokane, WA. 

Collins, E. & Jensvold, M.L. (2021, March). Communicative Function in the Utterances in Two 

Signing Chimpanzees. Poster presentation at University of Indiana Animal Behavior 

Conference. March 26. https://animalbehavior.indiana.edu/documents/2021Poster Abstracts 

Final 3.23.pdf 

Collins, E. & Jensvold, M.L. (2020, December). Communicative Function of Utterances in Two 

Signing Chimpanzees. Poster and Presentation at Conférence Virtuelle SQEBC 2020 

(Société Québecoise pour l'Étude Biologique du Comportement). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LjG7DlUFNbs&feature=youtu.be 

Jensvold, M.L., Bauer, S., & Belanger, M. (2020, October 16). Quality of Life Assessment in 

Captive Chimpanzees. Poster presented at the Midwest Primate Interest Group. 

https://midwestprimates.org/2020-annual-meeting/ 

Jensvold, M.L., Bauer, S., & Belanger, M. (2020, July). Quality of Life Assessment in Captive 

Chimpanzees. Poster presented at the Association for the Study of Animal Behaviour virtual 

conference July 16, 2020. https://www.asabvirtual.org/ 

Dombrausky, K., Coffman, G., de Bree, E., Patton, E., & Jensvold, M.L. (2019, March). 

Chimpanzees Modulate Signs Emphatically. Poster presented at Northwest Anthropological 

Association, Kennewick, WA. 

https://www.friendsofwashoe.org/file_download/841da858-96bb-4835-ad6c-92f49c90a667
https://www.friendsofwashoe.org/file_download/841da858-96bb-4835-ad6c-92f49c90a667
https://animalbehavior.indiana.edu/documents/2021Poster%20Abstracts%20Final%203.23.pdf
https://animalbehavior.indiana.edu/documents/2021Poster%20Abstracts%20Final%203.23.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LjG7DlUFNbs&feature=youtu.be
https://www.asabvirtual.org/
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Dombrausky, K., Coffman, G., de Bree, E., & Jensvold, M.L. (2018, March). Chimpanzees 

Modulate Signs in Requests. Poster presented at Northwest Anthropological Association, 

Boise, ID. 

Dombrausky, K., Hings, C., Jensvold, M.L., & Shaw, H. (2017, April). Variability in Sign Use in 

Chimpanzees Before and After Relocation. Poster Presented at Rocky Mountain 

Psychological Association, Salt Lake City, UT. https://osf.io/dngz6/ 

Mulcahy, J.B. & Jensvold, M.L. (2015, June).  Toward a Common Goal:  Opportunities for 

Collaboration Between Primate Sanctuaries and Universities.  Paper presented at the 

American Society of Primatologists, Bend, OR. 

Keenan, S. & Jensvold, M.L. (2015, April). Effects of Conversational Partner in Conversations 

with Chimpanzees.  Poster presented at the International Conference of Comparative 

Cognition, Melbourne Beach, FL.   

Jensvold, M.L. (2014, October). Philosophy of Care for Chimpanzees in Sanctuary.  Invited 

symposium presentation North American Primate Sanctuary Association workshop.  San 

Antonio, TX. 

Keenan, S. & Jensvold, M.L. (2014, May).  Contextual Use of the Sign “Black” in a Signing 

Chimpanzee.  Poster presented at Symposium on Undergraduate Research and Creative 

Expression, Central Washington University, Ellensburg WA. 

Putzier, A., Bettini, A., Keenan, S., & Jensvold, M.L. (2014, May).  Picture Naming in Signing 

Chimpanzees.  Poster presented at Symposium on Undergraduate Research and Creative 

Expression, Central Washington University, Ellensburg WA. 

Carner, A., Sullins, K., Wilding, L., Hendrickson, B., & Jensvold, M.L. (2013, May).  Nighttime 

Enrichment Preferences of Three Captive Chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes).  Poster presented 

at Symposium on Undergraduate Research and Creative Expression, Central Washington 

University, Ellensburg WA. 

Keenan, S. & Jensvold, M.L. (2013, May).  Sign Dialects in Chimpanzees.  Paper presented at 

Symposium on Undergraduate Research and Creative Expression, Central Washington 

University, Ellensburg WA. 

Mas, J., Carner, A., Sullins, K., Jensvold, M.L., & Zager, L. (2013, May).  Exploring Visitor 

Behavior at a Florida Zoo.  Poster presented at Symposium on Undergraduate Research and 

Creative Expression, Central Washington University, Ellensburg WA. 

Schulze, S., Mas, J., Stafford, R., & Jensvold, M.L. (2013, May).  Captive Chimpanzee 

Preference for Environmental Enrichment: Naturalistic Vs. Artificial.  Poster presented at 

Symposium on Undergraduate Research and Creative Expression, Central Washington 

University, Ellensburg WA. 

Keenan, S., & Jensvold, M.L. (2013, March). Sign Dialects in Chimpanzees.  Paper presented at 

the Northwest Anthropological Association Conference, Portland, OR.  

Carner, A., Sullins, K., Wilding, L., Hendrickson, B., & Jensvold, M.L. (2013, March). Nighttime 

Enrichment Preferences of Three Captive Chimpanzees.  Poster presented at presented at the 

Northwest Anthropological Association Conference, Portland, OR. 

Pritchard, A., Sheeran, L., Jensvold, M.L., Gabriel, K., Li, J., & Wagner, S., (2013, March).  

Measuring Personality Traits in Provisioned Tibetan Macaques (Macaca thibetana), Mt. 

Huangshan, China.  Poster presented at presented at the Northwest Anthropological 

Association Conference, Portland, OR. 

Schulze, S., Mas, J, Stafford, R., & Jensvold, M.L. (2013, March). Captive Chimpanzee 

Preference for Environmental Enrichment: Naturalistic vs. Artificial.  Poster presented at 

presented at the Northwest Anthropological Association Conference, Portland, OR. 

Keenan, S., & Jensvold, M.L. (2012, May).  Using Type-Token Ratio as Measurement for 

Lexical Diversity in Chimpanzees.  Paper presented at Paper presented at Symposium on 

University Research and Creative Expression, Central Washington University, Ellensburg, 

WA. 

https://osf.io/dngz6/
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Keenan, S., & Jensvold, M.L. (2012, April).  Using Type-Token Ratio as Measurement for 

Lexical Diversity in Chimpanzees.  Paper presented at Rocky Mt. Psychological 

Association, Reno, NV. 

Larsen, G., Campion, T., & Jensvold, M.L. (2012, April).  Gesture Use by Free-living 

Chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes) Related to Partner Attentional State.  Poster presented at 

Rocky Mt. Psychological Association, Reno, NV.  

Leeds, C. & Jensvold, M.L. (2012, April).  Spontaneous and Adjacent Utterances in Chimpanzee 

Conversations.  Poster presented at Rocky Mt. Psychological Association, Reno, NV.  

Mas, J., Pritchard, A., Jensvold, M.L., & Zager, L. (2012, April).  The Effect of Signage on Zoo 

Visitors at a Chimpanzee (Pan troglodytes) Exhibit.  Poster presented at Rocky Mt. 

Psychological Association, Reno, NV.  

Jensvold, M.L., Zager, L., & Bismanovsky, D. (2011, August).  Promoting Animal Welfare:  

Interactions with Caregivers and Zoo Visitors.  Paper presented at From Good Care to Great 

Welfare:  Advancing Zoo Animal Welfare Science and Policy Symposium.  Detroit, MI. 

Bismanovsky, D. & Jensvold, M.L. (2011, May).  Chimpanzee Responses to Visitors Using 

Chimpanzee-Friendly Behaviors.  Paper presented at Symposium on Undergraduate 

Research and Creative Expression, Central Washington University, Ellensburg, WA. 

Davis, A., Leeds, C.A., Jensvold, M.L., & Fouts, D. (2011, May). Evidence for Menstrual 

Synchrony in Captive Chimpanzees.  Symposium on Undergraduate Research and Creative 

Expression, Central Washington University, Ellensburg, WA. 

Larsen, G., Jensvold, M.L., & Campion, T. (2011, May).  Gesture Use by Free-Living 

Chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes).  Poster presented at Symposium on Undergraduate 

Research and Creative Expression, Central Washington University, Ellensburg, WA. 

Reveles, J. & Jensvold, M.L. (2011, May).  Visitor Opinion in Artificial vs. Natural Enrichment 

Conditions. Poster presented at Symposium on Undergraduate Research and Creative 

Expression, Central Washington University, Ellensburg, WA. 

Leeds, C.A., Davis, A., Jensvold, M.L., & Fouts, D. (2011, March).  Evidence for Menstrual 

Synchrony in Captive Chimpanzees. Poster presented at the Northwest Anthropological 

Association, Moscow ID. 

Zager, L. & Jensvold, M.L. (2011, March).  Encouraging Friendly Chimpanzee Behaviors.  Paper 

presented at the Northwest Anthropological Association, Moscow ID. 

Jensvold, M.L., Stadtner, G., & Buckner, J. (2010, June). Measuring the Quality of Interactions 

Between Caregivers and Chimpanzees.  Poster presented at Science in the Service of Animal 

Welfare, Universities Federation of Animal Welfare, York, UK.   

Metzler, D., Jensvold, M.L., Fouts, D., & Fouts, R. (2010, May). Vocabulary Growth in Adult 

Cross-Fostered Chimpanzees.  Paper presented at the Symposium on Undergraduate 

Research and Creative Expression, Central Washington University, Ellensburg, WA. 

Jensvold, M.L. (2010, April).  Interactive use of sign language by cross-fostered chimpanzees.  

Paper presentation at Sign Language Studies of Cross-Fostered Chimpanzees: Ongoing 

Inquiry Symposium.  University of Nevada-Reno, NV.   

Bismanovsky, D., Zager, L., & Jensvold M.L. (2010, March).  Recent Patterns of Conversation in 

an Adult Chimpanzee Using American Sign Language. Paper presented at the Northwest 

Anthropological Association, Ellensburg, WA. 

Cole, M., Herigstad, T., & Jensvold, M.L. (2010, March).  Daily Arousal Level’s Effect on a 

Chimpanzee’s Categorical Sign Usage.  Paper presented at the Northwest Anthropological 

Association, Ellensburg, WA. 

Gibbons, J., Leake, M., Potosky, R., & Jensvold, M.L. (2010, March).  Use of Holiday Related 

Signs by a Cross-Fostered Chimpanzee. Paper presented at the Northwest Anthropological 

Association, Ellensburg, WA. 
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Metzler, D., Jensvold, M.L., Fouts, D, & Fouts R. (2010, March).  Vocabulary Growth in Adult 

Cross-Fostered Chimpanzees. Paper presented at the Northwest Anthropological 

Association, Ellensburg, WA. 

Reveles, J., & Jensvold, M.L. (2010, March). Visitor Knowledge Gains in a New Educational 

Workshop: The Chimposium. Poster presented at the Northwest Anthropological 

Association, Ellensburg, WA. 

Jensvold, M.L., Buckner, J., & Stadtner. (2009, September).  Caregiver-Chimpanzee Interactions 

with Species-Specific Behaviors.  Paper presented at the joint conference of the International 

Congress of Zookeepers and American Association of Zookeepers, Seattle, WA. 

McCarthy, M., Brown, H., Gray, A., Lee, K., Steele, R., Jensvold, M.L., & Fouts, D. (2009, 

May).  The Effects of the Chimposium Educational Program on Visitor Knowledge and 

Attitudes.  Paper presented at the Symposium on University Research and Creative 
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Derbawka, M., Jensvold, M.L., Fouts, D.H., & Fouts, R.S. (Winter, 2004). Chimpanzees’ use of 

objects on theme days. Friends of Washoe, 25(2), 7-9. 

Jensvold, M.L. (Spring, 2003). A visit to the Center for Captive Chimpanzee Care in New 

Mexico. Friends of Washoe, 24(3), 2-3. 

Jensvold, M.L., Fouts, R.S., & Fouts, D.H. (Spring, 2003).  Assessment of species typical 

behaviors in captive chimpanzees.  Friends of Washoe, 24(3), 8-12. 

Jensvold, M.L., Fouts, D.H., & Fouts, R.S. (Fall/Winter, 2002/2003. Caring for chimpanzees: A 

humane approach. Friends of Washoe, 24(1/2), 7-8. 

Jensvold, M.L. (Summer, 2002). The celebration of life. Friends of Washoe, 23(4), 3. 

Hayashida, C., Jensvold, M.L., Grandia, A., Blake, S., Eburn, A., Jung, C., Parker, S., & Fouts, 

R. (Winter, 2002). Social hierarchy of five captive chimpanzees. Friends of Washoe, 23(2), 

7-13. 

Martinson, J., Jensvold, M.L., Cohen, N., Pieracci, M., Tata, M.J., & Fouts, R.S. (Fall, 2001). An 

educational program’s effect on attitudes toward chimpanzees.  Friends of Washoe, 23(1), 

12-14.  

Jensvold, M.L., Fouts, D.H., & Fouts, R.S. (Summer, 2001). Species typical use of objects in 

captive chimpanzees. Friends of Washoe, 22(3), 6-9. 

Jensvold, M.L., Fouts, R.S., & Fouts, D.H. (Summer/Fall, 1998). Preliminary report of space use 

and locomotion in captive chimpanzees. Friends of Washoe, 19(3/4), 22-26. 

Sanz, C. & Jensvold, M.L.A. (Summer/Fall, 1997).  Chimpanzees’ reaction to naïve versus 

educated visitors.  Friends of Washoe, 18 (3/4), 9-14.   

Fouts, R.S., Fouts, D.H., Jensvold, M.L.A., & Bodamer, M.D. (Spring, 1994). An enriching 

approach to captive chimpanzee care.  In Touch, 1, 1-7. 

Jensvold, M.L.A., & Fouts, R.S. (1993). Imaginary play in chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes). 

Human evolution, 8(3), 217-227. 

Abshire (Jensvold), M.L., & Raymond, E. (Summer/Fall, 1991). Imaginary play in deaf children. 

Friends of Washoe, 11/12(3), 8-9. 

 

PANELS & WEBINARS 

What Animals Teach Us About Themselves, Roundtable Discussion, Animal Law Conference, 

October 15, 2021.  https://www.animallawconference.org/wp-

content/uploads/2021/10/Agenda-Animal-Law-Conference-2021-4.pdf 

Chimpanzees & Dolphins: from Research Subjects to Legal Persons. The Whale Sanctuary 

Project Webinar. November 22, 2020.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r0kaGJeoNbg 

https://www.animallawconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Agenda-Animal-Law-Conference-2021-4.pdf
https://www.animallawconference.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Agenda-Animal-Law-Conference-2021-4.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r0kaGJeoNbg
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Other Minds Animal Sentience Summer School at University of Quebec Montreal (UQAM), 

Panel Discussant, Primates, Voles, and Worms on June 26, 2018 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JYAIEv_4GZs&t=3310s and Nonhuman Personhood 

June 27, 2018 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EOF7bNP2E8w 

Pushing Boundaries Panel Discussant, University of Dalhousie, January 22, 2018. 

University of Dalhousie. Student Animal Law Association. March 20, 2017 

 

MEDIA COVERAGE 

The Challenges of Studying (and Treating) PTSD in Chimpanzees. By Tim Brinkhoff. The 

Revelator. April 24, 2024. 

Global News Canada. Chimpanzee Refuge. July 10, 2023. 

https://globalnews.ca/video/9821108/chimpanzee-

refuge?fbclid=IwAR0bqf932lpLqwSgxCqW-

rJVyoKskdAyBNQUJE45Peju6nQSMt76CSlfpuw 

The Vegan Report Podcast. The Chimps and Monkeys of Fauna Sanctuary Need Your Love. 

With Dr. Mary Lee Jensvold. July 11, 2023. https://rss.com/podcasts/veganreport/1029277/ 

Faut-il fermer les zoos? By Valérie Borde. L’actualité. May 31, 2023 

Popular Science. Popular Chimpanzees Set Hand-Holding Trends for the Whole Group by 

Jocelyn Solis-Moreira February 15, 2023. 

https://www.popsci.com/environment/chimpanzee-social-custom-handclasp/ 

Montreal Guardian. Charitable Choices: Mary Lee Jensvold, Associate Director of Fauna 

Foundation by Demian Vernieri.  January 24, 2023. https://montrealguardian.com/montreal-

charity-fauna-foundation/ 

Globo.com. Vida de Bico. Primatas conseguem se comunicar por meio da língua de sinais? 

March 18, 2023. https://vidadebicho.globo.com/comportamento/noticia/2023/03/primatas-

conseguem-se-comunicar-por-meio-da-lingua-de-sinais.ghtml [Portuguese] 

News, CBC. All they want for Chimp-mas: Montreal chimpanzees release their holiday wishlist. 

December 22, 2021. https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/fauna-foundation-wishlist-

1.6271016 

The Last Word, BBC 4. Dr. R. Allen Gardner, the American ethologist who trained a chimpanzee 

to use sign language. October 15, 2021.  Podcast. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p09yshgp 

As It Happens, CBC radio interview. October 4, 2021. https://www.cbc.ca/radio/asithappens/as-

it-happens-monday-edition-1.6198826 begins 36.32. 

Duetschlandfunk Radio Show. September 9, 2021.  Kommunikation zwischen Mensch und 

TierMit Schimpansen sprechen. https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/kommunikation-zwischen-

mensch-und-tier-mit-schimpansen.4314.de.html?dram:article_id=502576 [German] 

Timeline Magazine, Fairchild TV, Ontario, Canada. February 17, 2021. 

https://www.fairchildtv.com/english/programarchive_detail.php?n=18&topic=6325&episod

e=10315 [Mandarin] 

Ici Explora, Radio Canada. Les chimpanzés, nos cousins au-delà du génome. February 11, 2021. 

https://ici.exploratv.ca/blogue/chimpanzes-cousins-au-dela-genome/ [French] 

Man Raised Alongside Chimp Says It Should Never Happen Again. By Simon Ings in New 
Scientists January 20, 2020 https://www.newscientist.com/article/2230566-man-raised-

alongside-chimps-says-it-should-never-happen-again/ 

Talk to the Animals by Avery Hurt, Section feature in Double Helix Magazine, December 2019. 

AWI Quarterly, Winter 2019. How many former research chimps will NIH deem unsuitable for 

sanctuary? https://awionline.org/awi-quarterly/winter-2019/how-many-former-research-

chimps-will-nih-deem-unsuitable-sanctuary 

Radio-Canada Ici Premier “Tout au Matin” with Isabelle Craig. September 26, 2019. [French] 

TVA Television, Animaux à la retraite. Television Series, Fall 2019 [French] 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JYAIEv_4GZs&t=3310s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EOF7bNP2E8w
https://therevelator.org/ptsd-chimpanzees/?utm_source=rev&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=rev318&emci=ef33a8a6-5e02-ef11-96f3-7c1e521b07f9&emdi=ea51f716-0c03-ef11-96f3-7c1e521b07f9&ceid=1856070
https://globalnews.ca/video/9821108/chimpanzee-refuge?fbclid=IwAR0bqf932lpLqwSgxCqW-rJVyoKskdAyBNQUJE45Peju6nQSMt76CSlfpuw
https://globalnews.ca/video/9821108/chimpanzee-refuge?fbclid=IwAR0bqf932lpLqwSgxCqW-rJVyoKskdAyBNQUJE45Peju6nQSMt76CSlfpuw
https://globalnews.ca/video/9821108/chimpanzee-refuge?fbclid=IwAR0bqf932lpLqwSgxCqW-rJVyoKskdAyBNQUJE45Peju6nQSMt76CSlfpuw
https://rss.com/podcasts/veganreport/1029277/
https://lactualite.com/sante-et-science/faut-il-fermer-les-zoos/
https://www.popsci.com/environment/chimpanzee-social-custom-handclasp/
https://montrealguardian.com/montreal-charity-fauna-foundation/
https://montrealguardian.com/montreal-charity-fauna-foundation/
https://vidadebicho.globo.com/comportamento/noticia/2023/03/primatas-conseguem-se-comunicar-por-meio-da-lingua-de-sinais.ghtml
https://vidadebicho.globo.com/comportamento/noticia/2023/03/primatas-conseguem-se-comunicar-por-meio-da-lingua-de-sinais.ghtml
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/fauna-foundation-wishlist-1.6271016
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/fauna-foundation-wishlist-1.6271016
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/p09yshgp
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/asithappens/as-it-happens-monday-edition-1.6198826
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/asithappens/as-it-happens-monday-edition-1.6198826
https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/kommunikation-zwischen-mensch-und-tier-mit-schimpansen.4314.de.html?dram:article_id=502576
https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/kommunikation-zwischen-mensch-und-tier-mit-schimpansen.4314.de.html?dram:article_id=502576
https://www.fairchildtv.com/english/programarchive_detail.php?n=18&topic=6325&episode=10315
https://www.fairchildtv.com/english/programarchive_detail.php?n=18&topic=6325&episode=10315
https://ici.exploratv.ca/blogue/chimpanzes-cousins-au-dela-genome/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2230566-man-raised-alongside-chimps-says-it-should-never-happen-again/
https://www.newscientist.com/article/2230566-man-raised-alongside-chimps-says-it-should-never-happen-again/
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Fondation Fauna: Un Sanctuaire Pour Chimpanzes a Quebec. Dernière Heure July 26, 2019 by 

Janylene Boucher [French] 

Retraite Pour Primates by Philippe Marois in Quebec Science Magazine, Jan-Feb 2019 [French] 

Cobby: The Other Side of Cute. A Donna McRae and Michael Vale documentary.  

How Close Are We, Oct 15, 2018. Brian Pendergast videocast episode of The Seeker. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TRqE43vj_Qc 

What it’s Like to Be Interviewed for a Job by Koko the Gorilla: She Had Alot to Say. By 

Deborah Netburg, June 22, 2018.  http://www.latimes.com/science/sciencenow/la-sci-sn-

koko-gorilla-reflection-20180622-story.html 

Chimpanzés : des personnes? Clôde de Guise. April 19, 2017. Covivia, 13 (9).  

http://www.covivia.com/index.php?vMenu=31_37_47&prs=15120&vOptions=bulletins_11

5_2017_896_full#A_896 

Unlocking the Cage. A DA Pennebaker and Chris Hedegus Film.  

Sigma Xi meet your fellow companions:  https://www.sigmaxi.org/news/meet-your-fellow-

companions/mary-lee-jensvold and published in Meet Your Fellow Companion: Mary Lee 

Jensvold, (2015, May-June), American Scientists, p. 240   

Chimpanzees Take a Huge Step Towards Some Human Rights.  Brandon Keim, April 21, 2015.  

http://www.wired.com/2015/04/chimpanzee-rights-may-become-reality 

Another Court Denies Legal Rights for Chimpanzees.  Brandon Keim, January 5, 2015 

http://www.wired.com/2015/01/court-denies-kiko-chimp-rights/ 

A Chimp’s Day in Court: Inside the Historic Demand for Nonhuman Rights.  Brandon Keim. 

December 6, 2013  http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2013/12/chimpanzee-personhood-

nonhuman-right/ 

Chimps Adjusting Well, Canadian Sanctuary Says.  Andy Matarrese, Ellensburg Daily Record, 

December 2, 2013.   

CWU Chimps Must Wait for Permits Before Moving to Canada.  Andy Matarrese, Ellensburg 
Daily Record, July 11, 2013.  

Great Apes Great Dilemma.  Jane Gargas, Yakima Herald, April 7, 2013. 

Planning a Future of CWU’s Chimps.  Andy Matarrese, Daily Record, April 13-14, 2013. 

CWU Facing Decision on Chimps:  Add More or Move.  The Bellingham Herald.  April 15, 

2013. 

Chimp Researchers Cheer Proposed NIH Changes.  Yakima Herald Republic.  February 6, 2013.  

In Loving Memory of Dar.  KIMA, Yakima.  December 10, 2012. 

Mourning the Loss Dar, The Chimp Who Touched Many Lives. KNDO Yakima.  December 9, 

2012. 

Chimpanzee Leaves Legacy.  Andy Matarrese, Daily Record, December 10, 2012. 

Chimp Leaves a Legacy of Lessons for Humans.  Jerry Large, Seattle Times, November 28, 2012. 

Chimp Died of Cardiac Failure. Justin Pittman. The Daily Record.  November 28, 2012. 

Central Washington University Hopes to Replace Dead Chimps.  Tom Bonse, KPLU, November 

27, 2012. 

Dar, the Signing Chimpanzee, Dies Suddenly; “Hurt” Not Among Last Words.  Nina Shapiro. 

Seattle Weekly. November 27, 2012. 

Chimp Who Knew Sign Language Dies at 36.  UPI.com. November 26, 2012. 

CWU Chimp, Dar, Dies at Age 36.  Justin Pittman, Daily Record, November 26, 2012. 

Chimpanzee at CWU Dies.  San Francisco Chronicle.  November 25, 2012. 

Chimpanzee at CWU Dies. KHQ, Spokane, November 25, 2012. 

Chimpanzee at CWU Dies.  East Oregonian.  November 25, 2012. 

Chimpanzee at CWU Dies.  Tri-City Herald. November 25, 2012. 

Chimpanzee at CWU Dies.  Seattle Times.  November 25, 2012. 

Central Washington University Chimp Who Learned Sign Language Dies. NWCN/ KING5.com 

Seattle. November 25, 2012. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TRqE43vj_Qc
http://www.covivia.com/effectuer.php?action=art&art=896&blt=115&an=2017&env=343&prs=15120#A_896
http://www.covivia.com/index.php?vMenu=31_37_47&prs=15120&vOptions=bulletins_115_2017_896_full#A_896
http://www.covivia.com/index.php?vMenu=31_37_47&prs=15120&vOptions=bulletins_115_2017_896_full#A_896
https://www.sigmaxi.org/news/meet-your-fellow-companions/mary-lee-jensvold
https://www.sigmaxi.org/news/meet-your-fellow-companions/mary-lee-jensvold
http://www.wired.com/2015/04/chimpanzee-rights-may-become-reality
http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2013/12/chimpanzee-personhood-nonhuman-right/
http://www.wired.com/wiredscience/2013/12/chimpanzee-personhood-nonhuman-right/
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Chimpanzee Who Used Sign Language Dies in Ellensburg. KOMO News.  November 25, 2012. 

CWU Chimpanzee Who Learned American Sign Language Dies at 36.  The Inquisitr.com. 

November 25, 2012. 

Introducing Humans to Chimps. Jane Gargas, Tri-City Herald. October 13, 2012. 

Learning Their Language. Jane Gargas, Yakima Herald Republic. October 7, 2012. 

Ellensburg honors its famous chimpanzee.  KNDO, Yakima, September 22, 2012. 

Ellensburg Park, Chimp Sculpture to Honor Washoe.  Yakima Herald-Republic.  September 20, 

2012. 

New Park Honors Washoe.  Ellensburg Daily Record. September 21, 2012. 

Claims of Octogenerian Chimp Prompts Questions.  CNN, December 30, 2011.  

http://www.cnn.com/2011/12/29/showbiz/florida-tarzan-chimp/index.html 

Harmful Chimpanzee Research Not Worth the Pain.  Wired.com, December 15, 2011.   

Apemania and Project Nim.  Pasadena Art Beat, July 12, 2011.  

http://pasadenaartbeat.wordpress.com/2011/07/15/apemania-and-project-nim/.  

Watching For Signs.  Pasadena Weekly, July 14, 2011. 

http://www.pasadenaweekly.com/cms/story/detail/watching_for_signs/10329/ 

Into the Sunset:  Couple Who Brought Chimps to CWU Retires.  Ellensburg Daily Record, June 

21, 2011.  

Longtime Chimpanzee Research Team Retires.  Yakima Herald-Republic, June 26, 2011. 

Life of the chimpanzees.  The Observer, January 20-26, 2011. 

Animal Intelligence: Do Animals Think? Congressional Quarterly Researcher, October 22, 2010, 

20 (37), 869-892. 

Chimps Adjust to Life After Washoe, Ellensburg Daily Record, September 18, 2010. 

Woman Who Chats with Chimps in Sign Language to Appear Here, Eagle News, September 15, 

2010. 

WCGU–FM (an NPR affiliate), Ft. Myers, FL.  Gulf Coast Live “Teaching Chimps to Sign” 

Aired September 10, 2010. 

KCWU TV, Ellensburg, WA.  Interview on Robert Lowery’s “Conversations” program.  Spring 

2010. 

WCOA AM Radio, Pensacola, FL.  Interview on Taris Savel’s “Conversations on the Go” 

program.  Aired July 11 & 12, 2009. 

 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

2020-present North American Antivivisection Society Primate Advisory Panel 

2018-present METI Advisory Council 

2017-present Steering Committee, North American Primate Sanctuary Alliance 

2015-2017 Council of Professionals North American Primate Sanctuary Alliance 

2013-present Member Board of Directors, Fauna Foundation, Carignan, Quebec 

2008-2010 Faculty Affiliate, Museum of Culture & Environment, Central Washington 

University.  Ellensburg, WA 

2007-present Secretary, Board of Directors, Animal Welfare Institute, Washington, DC. 

2007 McNair, Advisory Board, Central Washington University, Ellensburg, WA. 

2007   Chairperson, Chimpanzee Care Committee, Chimpanzee Sanctuary Northwest, 

Cle Elum, WA 

2003-2007.  Member, Board of Directors, Chimpanzee Sanctuary Northwest, Cle Elum, WA 

1999-2013 Member, Advisory Board, Fauna Foundation, Chambly, Quebec, Canada 

1999-present.  Member, Secretary, Board of Directors, Friends of Washoe, Ellensburg, WA 

1997-2000 Member, Scientific Advisory Board, National Chimpanzee Sanctuary 

 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP 

Sigma Xi 
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AWARDS & RECOGNITION 

Sigma Xi Distinguished Lecturer 2013-2015 

The 4th International SAGA Symposium.  Young Researchers Program for Foreigners Award.  

1999 

 


